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Deloitte GmbH 
Wirtschaftsprüfungsgesellschaft 

Limited Assurance Report of the independent practitioner regarding Bayer AG’s Science Collabora-

tion Explorer (BSCE) Program  

To Bayer Aktiengesellschaft, Leverkusen/Germany  

 

Engagement 

We have performed a limited assurance engagement on Bayer AG’s Science Collaboration Explorer (BSCE) pro-

gram (hereinafter “BSCE-Program”) as per February 2022.  

 

Responsibilities of the Executive Directors 

The executive directors of the Company are responsible for designing and implementing the Bayer AG’s Science 

Collaboration Explorer Program to adequately reflect the Bayer Science Collaboration Explorer Framework - Ver-

sion 1.0. 

 

These responsibilities of the executive directors include the selection and application of appropriate methods for 

the implementation of Bayer AG’s Science Collaboration Explorer Program. In addition, the executive directors 

are responsible for such internal control as they have determined necessary to enable the design and implemen-

tation and the operating effectiveness of Bayer AG’s Science Collaboration Explorer Program. 

 

Responsibilities of the Independent Practitioner 

Our responsibility is to express a conclusion on Bayer AG’s Science Collaboration Explorer Program as per Febru-

ary 2022. 

 

Our audit firm applies the Quality Assurance Standard: Quality Assurance Requirements in Audit Practices 

(IDW QS 1) promulgated by the Institut der Wirtschaftsprüfer (IDW). We have fulfilled the professional respon-

sibilities in accordance with the German Public Auditor Act (WPO) and the Professional Code of Conduct for 

German Public Auditors and Sworn Auditors (BS WP/vBP) including the requirements on independence. 

 

We conducted our work in accordance with the International Standard on Assurance Engagements 3000 (Re-

vised): Assurance Engagements Other than Audits or Reviews of Historical Financial Information (ISAE 3000 (Re-

vised)), developed and approved by the IAASB. This Standard requires that we plan and perform the assurance 

engagement so that we can conclude with limited assurance whether matters have come to our attention to 

cause us to believe that the Bayer AG’s Science Collaboration Explorer Program as a whole, has not been designed 

and implemented, in all material respects, in accordance with Bayer Science Collaboration Explorer Framework 

– Version 1.0 as per February 2022. The procedures performed in a limited assurance engagement vary in nature 

and timing from, and are less in extent than for, a reasonable assurance engagement; consequently, the level of 

assurance obtained in a limited assurance engagement is substantially lower than the assurance that would have 

been obtained had a reasonable assurance engagement been performed. The choice of assurance work is subject 

to the practitioner’s professional judgment. 
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Within the scope of our limited assurance engagement, we notably performed the following work: 

 Detailed review of Bayer Science Collaboration Explorer Procedure Documents as well as critical evaluation 

of the supporting documents listed in references/appendices 

 Review the BSCE reporting structure, roles and responsibilities on a project level for all German Entities 

through direct communication with project team members 

 Assessment of the risk assessment and control design in order to validate the sufficiency of risk mitigating 

control measures  

 Walk through relevant BSCE processes: Validate scope and data, manage queries, perform coverage check by 

conducting interviews with the respective users 

 Assessment of BSCE-specific processes activities if it is harmonized with the general Bayer Contract Manage-

ment process and its respective IT landscape, during the phases of Contract Creation, Contract Negotiation, 

Contract Management and Disclosure Management 

 Assessment of the implementation and operating effectiveness of defined internal controls, as described in 

the Procedure Documents 

 

The Bayer Science Collaboration Explorer Framework – Version 1.0 has been applied as the evaluation criteria. 

 

We believe that the evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our con-

clusion. 

 

Practitioner’s conclusion 

Based on the work performed and the evidence obtained, nothing has come to our attention that causes us to 

believe that the Science Collaboration Explorer Program in regard to its design and implementation and operat-

ing effectiveness of Bayer AG, Leverkusen/Germany, as a whole does not comply, in all material respects, with 

the Bayer Science Collaboration Explorer Framework - Version 1.0, as per February 2022. 
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Restriction of Use 

We issue this report on the basis of our order agreement concluded with Bayer Aktiengesellschaft "Statement of 

Work between Bayer Aktiengesellschaft and SüdTreu Süddeutsche Treuhand GmbH” (including the General Con-

ditions of Contract for Auditors and Auditing Firms of January 1, 2017 of the Institute of Auditors in Germany eV). 

We would like to point out that the audit was carried out for the purposes of Bayer Aktiengesellschaft and the 

note is only intended to inform Bayer Aktiengesellschaft about the result of the audit. Consequently, it may not 

be suitable for any purpose other than that stated above. The note is therefore not intended for third parties to 

make (financial) decisions based on it. Our responsibility is solely towards Bayer Aktiengesellschaft, Leverkusen, 

and is also in accordance with the order agreement made with the company dated October 29/Novem-

ber 1, 2021 and the "General Terms and Conditions for Public Accountants and Auditing Firms" of Janu-

ary 1, 2017 of the Institute of Public Accountants in Germany e.V. However, we assume no responsibility towards 

third parties. Our audit opinion is not modified in this respect. 

Düsseldorf/Germany, 21 March 2022 

Deloitte GmbH 

Wirtschaftsprüfungsgesellschaft 

 Sebastian Dingel ppa. Arne Vilmar 
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